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infinite Being cannot go beyond itself or give rise to
any creature even relatively independent of itself.
Thus we seem to be driven to the conclusion that, if
there be any ultimate unity at all, it must be a
Pantheistic unity, in which all difference is so
completely lost that even the illusive appearance
of it becomes inexplicable. In the language of
Plotinus, 'the doctrine of necessity carried to the
extreme contains the negation of itself; for the many
existences, which are connected by links of necessity,
must collapse into one, and to say that the one
Being who includes all is necessary, has no meaning.
So far, the argument of Plotinus is irresistible; but
how does he himself escape the difficulty? He also
holds that the Absolute One does not go beyond itself,
te activity, so far as we can ascribe to it
, is directed only to itself. He holds, to put
it broadly, that fa is not responsible for the existence
ofe: Ihose lower forms of being, which nevertheless
be allowed to spring from it, and to owe their
to it. But how then can they exist at all,
^Absolute does not realise itself in them?
as we have seen, is obliged to fall back on
tte sfeange supposition of an action of .the Absolute
which is acdijdtentel, or has only an external necessity.
The inexplicable law that the higher form of being
always produces a lower form, though without any
action directed to the lower, is used by Plotinus at